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Feline Superstxtxons

Do you get the jitters when a black cat
walks across your path? In some parts of
the world, this is a sign of bad luck. Then
again, in other places it means good luck!
Good luck, bad luck, cats seem to inspire a
full range of bizarre beliefs in people.

For example, in the Netherlands it is
believed that cats are gossips and will
divulge your deepest, darkest secrets to
anyone who will listen if you mention such
matters while a cat is in earshot. Best to

have 1mportant, private conversations
behind closed doors while the cat 1s locked
outside!

In Indonesia, it is believed that cats have
a strong affinity with the weather. So, if
you want a break from a long dry spell,
pour water over a cat. This is bound to
bring rain!

Similarly, in parts of Europe, if a cat
washes 1ts ears, it means rain 1s on the
way. It is believed that they can sense a
coming change in the weather and behave
accordingly.

In Italy, if your pet cat sneezes, it means
you're about to come into some money. And
if a bride hears a cat sneeze on her wedding
day, it means her marriage will be a
success. On the other hand, if your Italian
cat sneezes three times, you're likely to
come down with a cold!

Of course, the relationship between cats
and humans goes back a very long way.
Cats for the ancient Egyptians were believed
to be sacred animals intimately
linked to the -cat-headed
Goddess Bastet, and symbolized
fertility and protection for the
home. Killing a cat in ancient
Egypt, either purposely or by
accident, was punishable by
death! Cats were so revered
| that many were mummified
and placed in tombs for
protection in the after-life.
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But cats have also
suffered greatly at
the hands of man-
kind. In Western
Europe during the
Middle Ages, when
religious zealots were
burning women at
the stake for being
“witches,” cats,
especially black cats,
were thought to be
witches’ familiars
helping them practice |
black-magic. At that ¢
time cats were, f
believed to be the |
servants of the Devil T
and were mercilessly extermmated which,
ironically, lead to an increase in the rat
population throughout Europe, which, in
turn, lead to the spread of the plague — cat’s
revenge?

Far from being a dark omen, in China
cats are seen as guardians against evil
spirits. And in Turkey, to this day, cats are
still considered sacred animals with
spiritual significance. If you ever get the
opportunity to visit Istanbul, know that you
will be sharing that city with an estimation
of around 100,000 cats. Street cats are truly
loved there and are fondly looked after by the
locals who consider them lucky
And let’s not forget Japan’s Maneki
Neko! Place an image of this

jolly creature in your home or
business and you’re bound to
enjoy good luck!

Net News

NET LESSONS: Too busy to come to CROSSROADS?
... Try our lessons on the net!

Here’s some more interesting information about cats:

https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/578211/cat-facts




SO F@@W@@U@ lar U@ oo

Joshua: Procrastination is a deadly vice, and yet it is practiced far too often in
corporate society. Non-productive, ultimately meaningless “seminars” and endless
meetings followed by indecision because of a lack of guarantees for success; these
are characteristics of procrastination. And meanwhile, the world is passing by at a
pace that is hard to keep up with even by the most innovative and keen among us.
There is an old saying in English, “if you snooze, you lose” — how true!

Junko Says: A new wind has begun to blow across Japan. Interest in e
Japan 1s definitely growing, both domestically and internationally, along |3
with an anticipation of a new direction for our country. I really hope this
will become a true breakthrough and lead to a broad revitalization and
eventual stable economic growth in Japan after a long period of
stagnation and restraint during these past few decades.

Marek Says: Recently, I paid a hefty price for enjoying my biggest hobby: fishing.
I caught Aigo fish, which has a delicious taste, but one must be careful with their fins
as they contain a powerful poison. Well, I learned it first hand — pun intended — when
I got pricked in the finger and, almost instantly, my hand got paralyzed and an
excruciating pain left me hyperventilating and writhing in agony for 40 minutes until,
||| slowly, the toxins got neutralized by blood flow. Did I mention the fish is tasty?

Mandcy dit: Comme vous le savez, les frangais ont peur du BiG DATA, donc beaucoup refusent de
participer sur les réseaux sociaux, ils refusent les antennes 5G a c6tés de leur maison, et ils ne veulent pas de
caméras de surveillance dans les rues. Toutefois, recemment beaucoup de crimes ont été commis, comme
au Louvre, dans 7 autres musées, ainsi que dans les magasins de Luxe. Souvent, il n'y a pas de caméra, ou
alors, c"est une fausse caméra, ou bien il n'y a pas d I.A pour appeler la police. Personnellement, je pensais | |
autrefois que les caméras entraient dans la vie privée des gens, mais maintenant, je pense que c'est important [&
pour la sécurité et j'aimerais en acheter une. Et vous, votre avis a-t'il changé 7?
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John works (at, in, on) an office (at, in, on) the city. He arrives
(at, in, on) work by 8 a.m. and cheerfully walks (up, into, g I"""n
onto) the building (in, like, with) a smile on his face.

He goes (through, on, at) the lobby, past the front
desk, and (in, up, from) the stairs (over, to, across) his
office. (In, At, Under) his desk, he sits (across, on, between)
two coworkers, (between, across from, further to) the window.
He puts his bag (under, between, through) the table and his
phone (across, beside, past) the keyboard.

(During, In between, By) the day, John works (on, of, off)
projects (with, at, to) his team. He writes emails (to, at, by)
clients, talks (after, with, across) managers, and meets (at,
during, with) people (by, from, with) other departments. He
looks (at, to, under) reports (near, over, on) his computer and
checks numbers (at, for, in) spreadsheets. He often works (for, at,
until) lunch-time (without, during, beyond) a break.

(At, In, On) noon, John goes (at, of, to) the cafeteria (with, near,
over) his friends. He sits (in, at, on) a table (near, on, between)
the window and eats lunch (with, for, after) them. After lunch, he returns (to, in, at) his
desk and continues working. He works (to, on, under) projects all afternoon and always
finishes his reports (in front of, toward, before) the deadline.

John stays focused (in between, ahead of, throughout) the day. He works under
pressure (within, with, toward) care and attention. He helps others (with, under, to)
their work and listens (toward, to, over) advice (from, with, near) his boss. (On, In, At)
the end of the day, he leaves the office (as to, after, with) a sense of pride.
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=+ Dorit forget..Our SPECIAL 1+1 Campaign offer! Up to 50% of f!!

Ask Junko in our office, for the details.




